
YAHOO!  SELECTS GottaQuit.com
AS “DAILY PICK”

Monroe County Executive Jack Doyle today announced that the web site search
engine Yahoo! has selected the County’s newly launched web site www.GottaQuit.com as
one of its “Daily Picks”.

Yahoo! Inc., a leading global Internet communications, commerce and media
company, located at www.yahoo.com, provides a “What’s New…On the Web” section and
posts daily web sites that merit attention.  Www.GottaQuit.com is listed and described as
“encouraging teens to come clean.”

“Since launching the web site tobacco program earlier this week we have received
positive feedback from our community as well as those across the country,” said Doyle.
“Having Yahoo! promote our site enhances the program’s recognition and our efforts in
reaching teenagers who are interested in quitting smoking.”

Monroe County’s Teen Smoking Cessation program focuses on the GottaQuit.com
Web site which is among the first in the nation to utilize Internet Instant Messaging
technology to connect youth smokers to young adults who have smoked and quit.

A key element of the site is a section called “Talk To Us. Live.” where teens are
able to connect with a trained quit coach with just two clicks of the mouse. The Quit
Center is housed at the University of Rochester Medical Center and staffed by quit
coaches from the Smoking Research Program. Monroe County and the University
announced a partnership effort in this project last spring.

 “GottaQuit.com” was introduced at a news conference in Rochester this week.
The initiative was developed to assist nicotine-addicted kids in the 14-18 age group to
quit by using the tools on a highly interactive Web site.

A variety of media, including television, radio, billboards, bus cards and direct
mail, are designed to drive traffic to the Web site, where teens are educated about
tobacco use, entertained, and allowed to compete for free merchandise.
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